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PONCE OLLONLINL 


TO FHE KEIGHF 


HONORABLE, VE RT V- 
OVvs AND TRVE RELIGI- 
ous Dame. the Ladie Anng 

WENTWORTH» 


M Aruell not Madam that I hane made choice 
Of you among ſt all other Prmcely Dames, 
F hoſe ſecret vertme challengeth each voice, 
And my poore zeale beyond all ethers flames, 
The firſt oblation of my morning /1nſe, 
Lo here I offer at your ſacred Shrine: 
Which if you pleaſe but graciouſly peruſe, 
And anitifie with thoſe pure ſtarres dinine, 
Whoſe radiant rayes and bright reflefing flame, 
May purifie the moſt impoliſht rhime: 
And bearing but the Lixery of your name, 
Shall ime,d:ſpight the cankred iawes of time, 
And flowriſh like the enerlining Bay, 
When monuments of Aarble ſhall decay, 


Your Ladiſhips humble 
and dcuored ſeruaut, 


Richard Ferrers, 


MO 


on” 


NE 
RS, DEDENe, 


To the curious Readers. 


| 


Lſpend your inagements, cenſure not in haſte; 


But ere you iudge the firſt, firſt ſec the laſt, 


S 


May 28, 1622, 


| THE WORTH 
OF WOMEN. 


k ». 
My iofanr Muſe that ſlept in filence long, 
Reſolu'd no more her vatun'd notes to ling, 
Aſham'd to heate the ignominous wrong, 
DetraQting idle heads did daily bring 
Vpon that noble ſexe of women-kinde, 
Preps: 'd her {clte ſome Antidote to finae, 
' 2 
__ Withinan humble valley where ſhe lay, 
T hat was with Ioftie hils jinuiron'd round, 
Through wh a pleaſant chriſtal brook did play 
With pibble ones that roled on the ground, 
Where chirping birds melodiouſlly did ling, 
Toentertaine the ſweet refreſhing Spring. 


3 
) There Philomeladid bewaile the rape 
i Ot wicked Teriautbat inceſtaous King: 
__ Andlouely Ledain her Swan-like ſhape, 
Hid her blacke foote vnder her ſnowie wing. | 
The mateleſſe Turtle you might alſo ſec 
Sit mourning by vpon a Willow tree. 
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4 
VindiQiue Pregne by herfſelfe alone, 
Vpon an old decayed Trunke did keeps, 
Vader the which Halcyene did moane 
Vpon 4 buſh, whoſe dolctull note was, Weepe, | 
And Pyres daughters in thoſe pleaſant yaies, | 
Would oft be chattering prety wanton tales, 


TT 

From hence among the lowly Mirtle boughes, 

Orctopt with Pincs and loftie Cedars tall, 

She pearchrt her ſeife and mavea ftately rouze, 

Whcrewith a quill ſie from her wing let fall, 
Intending now to take a higher flight, 
She bids me make a pen, fit downe & Write, 

6 ; 

- Which1 obeying, had no ſooner done, 

But all the carping-critick-{quint- eyd rout, 

Like dogs to carion did about me 1unne, 

And tortic faults in twentie words found out: 
Each ſeucral] humour mult |:is cenſure give, 
And at th:ir verdict | mult die or live, 


7 

Their great god Momus did no ſooncr ſhic 

My booksrich title, but in heart repining, 

Pegan to draw his goooly mouth awrie, 

Asit his worſhip had on Plaice bin dining; 
Reades ſome few lines,& in a furious ſnutfc 
Calts ic alide,and ſweares tis finaple ſtuffe. 
-. + Which 
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'  Thewerthof wanes. 


8 
Which Zoilu ſtraight ſnatcheth vp againe, 
And viewing buta vertuous womans name 
Crics,fie ypon this poore mans lilly yaine, 
To reade his booke,it were a buraing ſhame: 
Whereat the rout of giddie healed geeſe, 
Did all beſtow atleaſt a word a pecce, 


One cries,a woman is compoſde of feather; 
Another {weares, their faith is like the winde; 
A third, their zeale is made of froſftie weather; 
The fourth,a chaſte one never yer could finde. 
A fig for theſe,lince better ſpirits know, 
Saue ignorance,true knowledge hath no fo. 
10 
E nboldned thus.my daring Muſe goes on, 
Attir d with naked Truths ynſpotred robe, 
And Eagle-like beholds the dazeling Sunne, 
Even inthe Apogean of his globe, 
 Toreach theſe Criticksthat taveer:'d in this, 
To know hereafter what a woman is. 
II 
Know then the woman,God d:d firſt create, 
And with the man in Paradiſe did place, 
Was for an helpz when he was deſolare, 
Coequall with him in the ſtate of crace. 
\ Out ltraic cries the mulcicude,twas ſhe: 
T hat pluckt the fruit fro che forbiduen tree, 
A's 
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Even heere this rable haue deuiſ'd alle, 

The Serpent pluckt, ſhe gaue the man to eate, 

VVho had tree will this weake attempt to flie, 

Knowing the heauy vengeance God did threar 


V Vhat time ſoeuer hcethis fruite did taſte, 
Thathe ſhould dic the death & be diſfplac't, 


T3 

Which ſurely followed, for when God did call 
For Adam as he viually had done, 
He now perceiuing his moſt wretched fall, 
From his all-{ceipg preſence wou'd have run 
| But finding no eſcape, cry'd out, and (aid, 
| ] heard thy voice O Lord and was atraid. 

I 
VVhy haſt thou eate ofthe forbidden tree, 
Which I comanded thee thou ſhou!d(t nor ſtir, 
He faid the woman hath deceiuzd me ; 
She pleades the Serpent hay beguilled her : 

Whe God in juſtice ſaw their fault was cuen, 

Both with a curle tro Paradiſe were driucn. 

15 
| Yet ſhortly after ſee how God did blefle, 
| _ Obedient Sarah, Abrehams faithfull wife, 
$ ' And fruitfull made her aged barrenneſle, 
Euen in her latter dying daics of life - 
A ſon {lie doth conceiue within her wom be, 
From whom ſhall Kings, & realmes, & nas 
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A Hefſed mother of a choſen ſonne, 

VVith whom the Lord hath promiſed he will 

Eftabliſh his couenant now beguune, 

V V hich 1/ack.is ordained to fulli}l Fo 
And as with him fait}; God ] haue decreed, Gen. 24 
S»o after bim for ever with his ſeed, 25. 

17 

This promiſe God inuiolate will hold, 

Which to confirme he doth Rebeccha chuſe, 

A vertuous woman more efteent'd then gold, 

Whom {ſack for his wife doth not refule: 

From E/az ſhe the bleſſing did obtaine, 
To lacob where the couenant doth remaine, 


18 
And as to 1/ach, ſo did God provide Ga 
For 1acob faithtull women full of zeale, _ 


Rahelland Leah are to him afh'de, (deale : 

With whom the Lord moſt graciouſly doth 
For being barren, by their prayers conceiuc, 
Childre,which they varo ſuccetle ſhal leaue, 


19 

Though wicked Phareh ftrialy did command x, «. 
The M:dwiucs all men children to deſtroy, 
This praRtiſe they would neuer take in hand, 
But did his vild iniunRion diſobey : 

And durſt no child of his deare life depriue, 

But fearing God, preſeru'd themall aliue. 
As5S Whereat 
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Whereat the King with angerthem purſues, 

Saying, How durlt you my comandamet break? 

Which marttcr they ſo wiſely did excuſe, 

As thatthe King had not a word to ſpeake. 
Wherfore God proſper'd the inall things wel, 
And built the houſes vw herinthey might dwel. 

21 

Excd z, Now ſec how God miraculouſly wrought, 

By Pharobs daughter this poore child to ſaue, 

Who vnto her by (tratagem was brought, 

Euen by the mercie of a {enſleile waue: 

She tearing nought her fathers ſterne decrce, 
Gave (ſtraight comand,it ſhould preſcrued be, 
/ 22 

And by theſecret prouidence of God, 

This infant to his mother doth commend; 

The miracle effeRed by his rod, 

His poore opprelled people to defend: 

T he Oceans parting teſtifieth moſt, 
Wherein did periſh. ?harob and his hoalt. 
23 
Behold,the Lord a woman chuſcth our, 


Joſ.z, 


Whu being ſtraight examin'd thereabout, 
With\conſtant zeale ſhe feruently denide, 
A 1d cloſely them into a roofe conuayd, 
Wi otherwiſe their lives had ſurely Py. 
An 


In all the townez his ſecret Spies to hide; ; 
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And cuen about the dzadeſt time of nighe, 

Our at a window ſhe doth them conuay, 

And to the woods auuild them take their flic ht, 

Thar {o the ſpies mig. ht miſle them on the way: 
For wcb good deed(as God had the inſpir'd) 
T hey faichtylly pertorme what ſhe delird. 

7 be 

His care of women he doth here exprelle, 

With ſpecial! charge the widowes to detend, 

And not to hurt the children fatherlefle, 

For I ſhall heare (ſaith he) their cries aſcend; 
Then withy {word I wil your lives bereaue, 
And chiluren orphants with your widows 

26 (leaue. 

A moſt renowned woman next we find, Tudg.4, 

A famous Iudge and ſacred Prophetetle; 45. 

She vntocuery Iſraclite aſfſign'd 

His cquall portion, were it more or lcſle: 

Vnder a Palme in Ephraim ſhe abode, 
And iudg'd according to the will of God. 


Exo.22, 


27 

To field ſhe doth the Prophet Barak call, 

Againſt the King of Canans mightie band, 

Foreteilirg him that Siſera ſhould fall, 

For God will ſurely giuebim to thine hand. 
Aad Barak anſwering, ſaid, | will not go, 
Except thoulikewiſe go with me allo. 

T hen 
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Then Deborah with Barak went along 
Vnto mcunt Tabor where a while they ſtay, 
Till Siſera with men and chariots ſtrong, 
Did call him downe where Deborah did ſay 
T o Barah,fearenot,God for thre dot's fight 
And S'/ſera this day ſhall put to flight. 
29 
But to a woman he ſhall giue the fame, 
For thy weake faith, which elſe to thee was due 
The wite of Heber, lael! was hier name, 
T hat wich a naile this famous Capraine flue - 
For which the Lord hath (ais,fhe ſhalbe bleſt 
Aboue all women that in tents doe reſt, 
20 
Thus God del :red Canan to the hands 
Of Iſracl, ro Deborahs great fame, 
Who while their townes depopulated ftands, 
An happy mother ſhe to them became, 
For many kings weat forth with her to fight 
And [iracll grew happy in her (ight. 
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31 
A cheerful ſong ſhe with the King doth ſtrait, » 
* Vito her God with warbled notes record, 
Hearken © Kings glue care you Princes great, 
The mduntaines melted from before the Lord: 
Yeacuen Sinai at his yoice did melt, (felt. 


The heauens did dropythe carth his —_ h 
po © Tine 


Tuds. 5 


i046 FRA A Ac a aces” Labs... 1 Ear, Lo a nn 4 
WL Re EO Id NB IRE Iuarnn 


- 
— 
mo _" P44. 


The worth of Wome: 
3Z 
The wife of 2on9ab being barren long, 
God by his Angells molt diuiaely bleſt, 
With ſuch a ſonne as is not found amon 
The Nazarites with heaucnly ſtrength poſleſt: 
Wherewith he ſhal begin co break the bands 
And Iſracll ſaue from the Philifians hands, 


33 
Now Meonoah, (as the Angell did commaund) 
Vato the Alter with his offering came, 
Where while it burnt, his wife. & he did ſtand, 
The Angell loe aſcended inthe flame - 
And Monoab told his wife there ftanding by 
We hauc ſcene God and wee (hal ſurcly die, 


The faithfull woman Auer DR him and ſaics, 
And if the Lord intended ys to kill, 
He would not then accept the thanks & praiſe 
Wee offer here according to his will : 
Now God did bleile this child to be a man, 
And madehim mighty in the hoſt of Dan, 
35 
Of Naomy and Ruth what tongue can tell, 7 I 
The tender loue they each to other beare, : 
Together would they goe, together dwell, 
Together they the Lord did ſerue and feare : 
Together they would laugh, together cry, 
Together live, and eke togetherdic. _ 
n 
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36 
And Naomy with feruent z:ale did pray 
Vato the Lord,that of his merci great, 
He would on R#th his loving fauour lay: 
Who heard her prayer from h1s tribunall ſeate, 
And gracioully his bl-{ings he beſtowes, 
As ſhe was gleaningiin the ficld of Boez. 


37 


_ A mightieman withriches great polleſt, 


1.54.1, 


VVhom God inſpired with ah ardeat flame 
Of faichfull louz, which could not be luppreſt, 
Vacill an husband he to R«th became: 
Fro who(by his decree, whoſeaQts aze wile ) 
A blefled gencration doth arilc. 
35 
A lively patterne of rare faith indeed, 
In barren Hannah we may |1cre behold, 
With teares which fro a contrite heart proceed, 
Vato the Lord ſhe doth her criefe vatold, 
VVierh feruentprayer ſhe might aſon obtain, 
Vowing to giue him to the Lord againe. 


God heard her prajer,and granted her requeſt, 
She doth conceiue and eke bring forth a ſonne, 
Wcb brought her diſconteced thoughts to relt, 
She magnifide the Lord for what was done: 
And to the Altar where al: knees do bow, 


She brought thechild,& there performd her 
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A true Idea of a vertuous wife, a 
In Abigail is worthily exprell, 2 - 
V Vlio by her wiſedome ſau'd hct husbands life 
From Dawids iuſt reuenge,and all the reſt, 

Whe he had vowd of Nabads houſe, there ſhal 

Not one be letc ro pille againſt the wall. 


41 
And ſhortly afrer, God did Nadal (mite 
VVith ſicknetle, whereof preſently he died: 
Then Dani ſaid : Bleſt be the God of might, 
That bath my hands co ſhed his blood denide, 
By her aduice, whoſe loue he naw purſues, 
And for her vertue to his wife doth chuſe. 
2 
V nſpotted Tamar A. a brothers power, 2 Sam, 
On who ſhe thought ſhe might her lite depend, *3* 
Whilſt he inhumanely did her defloure, 
Sce how ſhe mourns for what ſhe canot mend: 
Her clothes ihe rent, & duſt & aſhes throws 
Vpon her head,thus deſolate ſhe goes, 


| 43 
Bat:Jebaby the Prophet is inſpir'd, 
To moue the King that Sa/omon might raigne 
Alone (no doubt) the higheſt heauens defir'd, 
Ordaining her the ſubic& co obtaine: 
V Vhich well appear by his diuine {ucceſle, 
God did with wiſcdom, riches, bonor bleſſe. 
EI 90 
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|  Kjo.10,SOrarc that from the wild Arabian ſouth, 


The Queene of Sheha journicd many daie s, 
To learne {age wiſdom fro that ſapie nt mouth 
To her immorrtall euerlaſting praiſe : 
Web whe ſhe Jid wich wonder great behold 
She gauc him ſpices,preciousſtoncs & gold, 


45 
And bicf,faith ſhe,be God which doth delight 
Io thee O King, and of his mercy great, 
T hat ſo his pecop!c may be iudo'd aright, 
Hath thee inucſted in the iudgment {cate - 
Luk.11. Thijs woma ſhal(ſaith God)in iudgment riſe 
"0.3! Azvainſtthoſepcople Cid their Lord defpiſc. 
6 


4 
' How highly God of women doth eſtceme, 
wg T he widow of Sarcpta ſheweth plaine, 
"Web widow poore y Lord doth worthy deeme 
The holy-man E/:4h to fuſtaine ; 
' When famine ſore the country did oppreſle, 
By miracle he doth this woman bleſle. 


A little oyle ſhe had br. *hin a cruſlc, 
And mealclikewitc ro make a cake withall, 
V Vhereby herſclfe ſhe iuſtly doth excuſe, 
Vato the Propbet who for bread doth call: 
Loc this is all is left my ſonne and I, 
V Vhich I am drelling, we may cate and _ | 
| _ Eliab 
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Eliab ſaid, woman be not afraid, 

Make firſt a cake and bring it vato me, 

The mealc is in thy barrell God hath ſaid, 

Nor yetthe oyle ſhall cucr waſted be, - 
Vatil thc time ihe Lord doth ſend forth raine 
T he ca:th with plenty to pollctle againe, 

49 | 

And ſhe vato Eliah brought a cake, | 

Then for her ſelfe & ſonne did likewiſe dreſſe, 

And many daies did this prouilion make, 

And yet her meale and oyle was not theleſle : 
And co confirm her faith ſtil more & more, 
Her fonne deccalt, he doth to life reſtore. 


yo 
An other widow ſtraightthe Lord hath found 
On whom he doth molt plenteouſly beſtow, 
A miraclefor euer to be crown', 
Her vetl:l!s all wich oyle doth oucrflow : 
And ceaſcd not yantill che woman ſaid, 
My veſlells all are full, and then it ſtaid. 
I 
Then came ſhe to FE A of God, and told 
The bleſſings which ſhe had receiv'd that day, 
Elah ſaid, firaight let the oyle be ſold, 
Wherewith thou mai'ſt thy creditors go pay : 
And as the Lord this day thy tate hath bleſt 
So keepe thy ſclte & children with the reſt, 
—_- _— 
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The faithfull Rs. 2 deſerueth well, 
To berecorded with this ſacred crue, 
Who did the holy man of God compell, 
To cate with her at cuery ſeaſon due : 
And ſeriouſly her husband doth inuite, 
To build a roome, where he might lodge all 
$3 (night. 
Wherefore Eliab praycd vnto the Lord, 
' She being barren, and her husband olde, 
To make her fruicfull, and he doth accord, 
The Prophet cald the Shunamite, and cold : 
Forthis good deed,wck thou to me haſt done | 
Thou ſhalt conceiuc,& cke bring forth a ſon, 
S 
And indae time this de was wrought, 
By his great power, that rules the ſtarrie skie, 
A ioyfull ſonne into the world ſhe brought, 
Which ſhortly after happened to die - 
Hereby to ſhow his loue doth neuer ceaſe, 
Tolife he doth this child from deathreclcaſc, 


55 
What title ſhall I giue this ha geenes 
me Whoſe ſacred Ms her fs Py es exceed, | 
No eare hath heard,nor wadring eye hath ſeen 
An a&tmore bloudy, then is here decreed 2s | 
Her people all ſhould be deftroyd and ſlain, 
Whoſe prayer and faſting did their lives ob+ 


(cpne: 
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OfProuinces one hundred twenty ſeuen; 
The Iews ſhould die,the King had giue & ſeald 
Which was oppoſed by the powertull heauen, 
And at this gracious Queenes requeſt repeal'd> 
Aad to a ſhamefull end the mano ſhe broughe 
That ſhould this bloudy matlacre haue 
57 (wrought, 
Thus Hefter by the Lords out (retched arme, 
Who neuer failes them that in him doe truſt, 
Pre(cru'd her people from this wofull harme, 
And brought their foes cuendown in the duſts 
For as they thought y Iewes to deale withall,' 
F11 The ſame revenge vpon their heads did fall. 
FS ; 
When Sarah whom her fathers maides diſpiſe, TO3- 
Was ouercome with hearts oppreſling griefc, 
Vnto the Lord tor ſuccour ſtrait ſhe flies 
Who heard her prayer, & granted herreleife x 
And husband of his grace, he doth ordaine, 
x Web into mirth,her mourning turn'd again. 


5 
If wiſdome, valor, worth, and zcale were loft, Judith: 
 » Andthisrarepattcrne onely didremaine, : 
| Theworld can ſcarce, of ſuch another boaſt, 
Whereby it might redeerne them all againe - 
. Who by her pray*r, obtain'd from Gods high band, 
 ToſaueaCittic, and preſeruc a Lands 
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Firſt duſt and aſhes on her head ſhe throweg, 

Andallin ſackcloth ſhe doth faſt and pray, 

Then into Olofernes campe ſhe goes, 

Where ſhe this famous Captaine doth betray : 
With courage ſtout, & wiſdom rare ſhe vi'd, 
His head ſhe brought, wcbal the land excuſ'd, 

G1 
Then did ſhe call thz Eiders of the Towne, 


Saying behold what God for you hath done, 
Wirth ſtarely wreath: s, they did her ſtraight way crowne, 


And eucry where with ſhoutes of ioy did run; 
The riches great of O/ofernes tenr, 
With one accord they doe to her preſcnt, 
ff G2 
Thus while ſhe was extold, and magnifi'd, 
. Whom ecuecry eic with wonder did behold, 
Vato the Temple of the Lord ſhe hi'd, 
An4 off ring allthis wealth of p/ate and gold: 
Witch humble zeale before the Alter bawes, 
Vntothe Lord,& thus performi'd her vowes, 
63 
A mircour of a chaſt ce]1gious wife, 
Is faire Suſanna, beivg lore diltreſt, 
Who rather choſe to looſe her deareſt life, 
Then ycild vnto the Elders vild requeſt z 
Loe thus reſolu'd, aloud for he)pedid cry, 
And falſe accul'd, ſhe is condemned to die. 


But 
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But ſec how God did graciouſly provide, 

To lave this woman by a childes decree, 

Whodid the Eiders ſcuerally deuide, 

And found them both in ſcuerzll rales to be: 
For wch ynworthy deed,their liues they pay 
To her great honor, who they did betray. 

SM Ins 7 

A woman more then wonderful: behold, 

Whoſe reſolutions ſo vadanted are, 

As by no carihly power,can be contrel'd, 

More permanent then any fixed ſtarre 
Within the Spheare, of that celiſtiall round, 
To whom tames trumpet glues the loudeſt 

66 (ſound. 

Seuen ſons ſhe had, who by the Kings comand, 

Becauſe they would not his beheſts obey, 

To violate the cuſtome.of their land, 

Were all adiudg'd their dearclt lives to pay 
By ſundry cortures, which ſhe ſceing plaine, 
Imboldned them, ſtill conſtant ro remaine. 

67 

When (ix of them, the T irant had deſtroy 'd, 

He wild his mother,moue the ſeuenth to turne 

That ſo he might this cruell death avoid, 

In ſtead whereof, ſhe bids him boldly burne : 
And Martyr-like, the Tirants rage dehe, 
Thus With his brothers he doth braucly die. 

B 3 Like 
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Like Hecuba for death of Prjam old, 
The mother now all cearmes of life defi'd, 
VVith courage greater then Shewola bold, 
And thus this eve: honored Martirdid : 
Where we willeaue the coy world tomourn, 
And to our Grandame Ewe, againe recurne. 
69 
And there behold, the race poore man had run 
V Vhen God & Angellsdid lim both forſake, 
Fit for precipice thou wert vndone, 
And could'lt no way,s good attonment make: 
 Tillthis rare creature thou diſpiſcſt ſo, 
V Vas choſen opt, to mittigate thy woe. 
70 
Luk.r. Aſſiſt me now ye ſacred Sifters nine, 
36.27, T bat with reu-r:nce way hes praiſes ling, 
£5.29. VVho wascleQcd by the powers deuine, 
3% A lancifidd and blelled birth to bring : 
' V 'Vhen man tov (in was ſubicR, & to thrall, 
Became a {weet redemption for vs all. 
71 
For euer bleſſed be that glorious name, 
Which God & Angells hauc pronounced bleſt 


Fro whoſedeare loins, our happySauiour came 
That to the world brought loue, ioy, peace and reſt; 


And did not ſpare his precious bloud to ſpil 
Condemned mans lajuation to fulfill, = 


| All 
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All honor praiſe and glory due be done, 

To her whoſe ſeed hath conquered death & hel 

A happy mother of a royall ſonne, 

Before whoſe throne,ſhe doth in glory dwell, 
Where ſhe with Angells. & Ark-argells fings 
Sweet haleluiah to the King of Kings. 


73 
This bleſſed woman it I covld not find, 
An other ſubieR co defend their caſe, (blind, 
Might well perſwade men, if they were not 
Witch enuious malice, vofd of humaine grace # 
To ſtriue as much,their honor to maintainc 
As they purſue the with ſach foule diſdaine, 


74 
A ſecond Mary doth this firſt ſucceed, (ſpred Mat 28. 


Whole loue & zeale,throughout the world is en 
The teares would make a marble heart to bleed, Mar. 19. 


VVhich tor her deare deceaſed Lord the ſhed 2 
Deep plung'd in woes,in forows great oppreſt 
Her minde amaz'd, her ſcnces diſpoltlclt. 

75 | 

In this (ad paſſion to the place ſhe goes, 

V Vhercas ſhe thought our bleſſed Sauijour lay 

No pen ſo dolefull can expreſle her woes, 

V Vhen ſheperceivu'd the body ſtolne away, 

A freſh ſhe wept,& down her head ſhe hung 
Like lapwings y are robbed of their yorg. 
B 4 The 
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The precious ointment y with her ſhe brought, 
T hat glorious body to imb 1me and keepe, 
She nought reſpects, lince it was gon ſhe ſought 
She ſighes & ſobs, & doth not ceaſe to weepe ; 
Like N#obe this wotull womans feares, 
As ifſhe weuld diſſolue herlſelfe in teares, 


T7 

Then came the good Apoſtles to the graue, 

Fro whece they foi his corpes couard away; 

Feareing the lewes,were glad theſelues to faue 

And :ſoone return'd, mort daring long to (tay: 
Whe Mary [til hood weeping ar the tombe 
And wouid not ftirre for deaths:molt cruell 

7D (doome, 

But down her head ſhe bowed into the graue, 

Scarce giving credit ro her wofull ſight, 

\W hereloe at either corner of the caue, 

She ſaw an Angell cloathed all in white: 
Whereat azait (hz would a fide haue ſtepty 
Had they not-ſpake & a{kr her why ſhe wept, 

9 

For him I wept,ful bake with greife ſhe ſaid, 

Whoſelike on earth,ſhal never mocebe foild, 

VVhom curſed lewes moſt cruelly betray'd, = 

And now have ſtoln him frothis bletTed groud 
T ney comfort her, & ſay,thy teares retraine, 
Far he thou ſeek'it, is rai('d tolife againe. 
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But ſhe continues ſtill her wotull checre, 

And to her woes no comfort would allow, 

V atill our Sauiovr did himlelfe appeare, 

And aſkt her, woman,wherefore weepelt thou: 
She taking him, the Gardner ſure to be, 
Said lir, it thou haſt hid him, give him mc. 

81 

And Ieſusanſwered , Mary, Tam he 

Thou ſeckeſt ſo,wherefore be not afraid, 

Goc to my brethren, and report of me, 

That thou halt ſeene,& heard what [| hauefaid: 
And willthem ipto Galile to goc, 
VVhere | will ſhortly mecte with them alſo, 

82 

T wixt greite and ioy ſhe flood amaz'd a while, 

Then downe ſhe falls,and worſhips at bis tet, 

And with a louing entermixiog {mile, 

VVith tcares of mirth ſhe doth our Sauior greet 
And to perform his wil with reverence due, 
She roſe,ſhe went, ſhe ranne,ſhe rather flue. 

83 

Vntill ſhe came where the Apoſiles were, 

Deep plung'd in ſorow,& with griefe oppreſft, 

To whom lhe did this ioyfull newes declare, 

All ſhe had heard and ſeene, ſhethereexprelt - 
VVhich donegthe ſtrait returned back to find: 
TI he company that ſhe had left behind. 

B 5 An 
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Another ſacred ary with her came, 
And with them alſo many women more, 

For ſauc the Apoſtles (to theirlaſting fame) 
YVere none but women did his death dzplore: 
Earely they roſe before the breake of day), 

Meaning tro thence to take the corps away. 


A fourth moſt ſacred woman of this name, 

Doth with thereſt preceding well agree, 

A woman filled withreligious fame, 

Ac Ieſus preaching ſhe would euer be : 
In humble maner, ſcared at his feete, 
To hearc his wiſdome, & his doctrine ſweet, 

86 

Her ſiſter Marths muſt not be forgot, 

A moſt renowned woman full of faith, = 

Whole loue vnto our Saujour ceaſed not, 

And as the holy Scripture plainly faith : 
Chriſt Ieſus likewiſe loued them againe, 
Whe men would ſeem ſo ſlightly to diſdain. 

87 

One only brother theſe two ſiſters had, 

Who accedentally fell ficke, and di'd, 

But hearing Chriſt was comingzthey were glad 

For on his power, theſe women much reli'd : 
Which did alay, and mittigate their griefe, _ 
Hoping by bim,they might yet find releife. -- 

AAars'} 
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Martha went forth her loving Lord to meete, 
And humbly proftrateat his feete ſhefell, 
Saying © Lord, and my redeemer ſweet, 
HadRt thou bin here my brother had bin well: 
Bur this I know vndoubted truth to be, 
What cre thou Ws God will glue ic thee. 
9 
Then Ieſus ſaid, thy brother ſhall ariſe, 
Yes at the reſurreGion Lord | know, 
I am the ceſurreRtion he replid, 
Both ofche liuing and the dead alſo : 
Who this belcifc ſhall Reataltly reraine, 
Though he were dead, yet ſhal he live again. 
90 
Belciu t thou this ? Lord I belceue it all, 
And that thouart,that Sonne of God now ſent 
That ſhould redeem poore ſinful man fro thral 
It hebelecue, becomming penitent - 
O rare beleife, and faith of women kind, 
Proceeding from a pure vaſportted minde. 


01 
Then backe ſhe came and did her ſiſter call, 
Who haftely went forth her Lord to mecte, 
And with an heart oppreſt with griefe doth fal 
With bitter teares before her Saujours feete : 
And with a mournful voice,O Lord ſhe cri'd 
Had'ſtchou bin here wy brother had not wy 
| © 
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Bepreſent with me euery wofull wight, 
Whs doleful griefe hath cturn'd to duſt & mold, 
Euen in your {addeſt,8& moſt mournfull plight, 
Let me your galtly viſages behold : 
I may expreſle the agoniec he felt, 
And marble hearts into compaſſion melt, 


93 
VVhen in the ſpirit he did grone with paine, 
V Vhich did his ſad and heavy heart moleft, 
How with a troubled ſoule he gron'd azaine, 
Oh wherewith can his torments be expreſt : 
VVho could not te diſburthned of his cares, 
V ncill his paſſion wi it ſelfe in teares. 
Oh y mine eyes to conduit pipes wonld turne, 
I mighthis teares perpetually deplore, 

VVeepe finfull man, & do not ceaſe to mourne 
Chriſts tcars,althogh thou neuer weptlt before 
$hed now a tcare from thy obdurate eye, 

Or elſe hereafter be for cucr dry. 


9) 
In this ſad plight yotathe tombe He went, 
V Vherecas deceaſed Lazarns was laid, (ſent, 
V Vhere firſt he pray'd to God which had him 
Then Lazar»s com: forth, alow'd hee faid, 
\ whe ftrait came forth, bond hand & foote alſo 


Chriſt willed them to looſe and let him goe. 
VVhe 
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Who can expreſle the faichful thanks they giue 
To magnifie this miracle he wrought, 
Whereby they ſaw their dearcR brother live, 
Which was a worke impoſlible they thought : 
With ioyfull harts they doe not ceaſeto fing 
Continuall anthems to their heaucnly King, 


| 7 

Now ſhortly after Ieſus came againe 
To Marics houſe as he had done before, 
With heauenly ioy ſhe doth him entertaine, 
Who for her brother loud him more & more: 

And as at meate with Lazaras he fat, 

VnJcr the table to his fecte ſhe gat, 

98 

Whereon ſhe doth a coſtly oile beſtow, 


VVherwith ſhe waſlit thoſe cuer hallowed fee 


Too pure ſhe thought on morcall groiid to go, 
And kindly giues him many kiſſes ſweet: 
Not knowing how ſhe ſhold her loue declare 
This done ſhe takes and wipt them with her 
(halre, 


But his Diſciples murmuring, him told 
This precious oile ſhould be eſteemed more, 

VVhich for 3 hundred pence might haue bin 
And betterfar bin giuento thepoore + (ſold, 


But Ieſus ſharply chem rebuking ſaid, 


Let her alone, why trouble youthe — 
c 


The worth of Women; 
100 
The good that ſhe had done he doth vnfold, 
Saying, the poore ſhall daily on you call, 
Bur me you ſhortly ſhallno more behold, 
She brought this balme to bury me withall : 
Where cre me preaching ſha! y Goſpel name, 
This ſhalbe ſpoken to her laſting fame, 
101 
The faith of women al] men may behold, 
As in this following ſubic& wellappeares, 
Who had a blondy ifIyelong, and could 
Recciue no helpe by philicke many yeares - 
Belecued if ſhe might Icſus garment touch, 
She ſhould be whole, her faith & zeale was 
102 (ſuch, 
Mat15:; With this ſirog hope ſhe thruſt into the preaſe, 
And touching but his very garments hemme, 
Immediztly ſhe felt the iſſue \ccaſle, 
O famous faith, ineſtimable loo (lee, 


He knowing what was done, lookt back to 
And miſliog her,aske who hath touched mc? 
I03 
But ſhe that knew,whart miracle was wrought, 
VVith feare and trembling at his feere did fall, 
And for his mercies ſake, ſhe him beſought, 
To pardon her, and therewith told him all : 
He ſaid O woman, with a voice moſt free, 
Great is thy faich, and it hath faued _ 
Ccxt 
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Next ſce the woman that in Canan dwelt, 
By faith belecucs his mercies to obraine, 
How carneſtly ſhe wich our Saviour deale, 
Haue mercy on me Lord, ſhe cri'd amaine: 
And heale my daughter being ſore perplext, 
V Vho with a divell cruelly is yext, 
105 
He heard her well, but did no anſwer make; 
Till his Diſciples {aid, ſend her away, 
She followed ſtill, and would not him forſake, 
Though he to her with bicter words did fay : 
Jris notIawfull woman I ould giue, 
To dogs che childrens bread whereby they 
106 (lic, 
True Lord ſhe ſaid, and yetthe dogs doc eate, 
The croms which from their maſters tables fal, 
And ill for mercy ſhe doth him intreate, 
VVho wondred at her faith, and ſaid withall : 
O happy wight with heauenly faith inſpir'd, 
Beit vato thee as thou haſt defar'd. 
107 
Andin yhoure her daughter was made whole, 


Vnto her everlaſting joyes increaſe, 
VVith faith as ſtcdfaſt as the fixed Pole, 


According to his will ſhe went in peace 


Ohfaich moſt rare,F like hath not bin found 


Worthy in leaues of marble tobe com 
c 
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The (infull woman ofthe cittie Nain, 
Doubes not by faith but ſhe ſhal purchaſe grace 
And weeping at his backe ſhe doth remaine, 
A little while in molt perplexed c2ſe: 
Then down ſhe falls, and with a ſea of teares 
His fecte ſhe waſht, and wipt them with her 
Gn 109 (haires, 
Anointed them, and gaue them many a kitle, 
VVhercac the Phariſe 1a himſelfe did ſay, 
V Vhere hea Prophet, as men ſay heis, 
Heef*d know this ſinner,and not let her (tay : 
When Ieſus knew his thoughr,Simon ſaid he; 
T here is a queſtion 1 muk aske of thee. 
Wh: 
A certaine lender, lent a litcle ſumme 
To one ; and to another lent a great, 
But neicher able when the time was come 


To pay: forgave them both their ſeueral debt : 
Now which of thele think'ſt thou, will loue him better * 


He an({wercd, L{uppole the greater debtcrs 
111 
VVell haſt rhou ſaid, our Sauiour then repli'd, 
Sceft thou this woman that by faith is led, 
Yet fince I came, thou neither didſt prouide 
To waſh my feete, nor yet anoint my head 2 
She hath done both, no kille of thee | got, 
Thy faith is great, © woman goc in peace. 


VVherc 
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Wherefore this woman thou doſt here behold 
Whoſe firme belcife,and conſtant faithis ſuch, 
As by no mans expreſſion can be told, 
Hath much forgiuen her,for ſhe loucd much : 
To her he {aid, from lin 1 thee releaſe, 
Thy faith is great, © woman go In peace. 
113 
Elizabeth old Z acharias wite, 
A rare :xample wherein men may ſce, 
T he b{efling tolloweth a religious life, 
A Faichfull woman ſhe isfound to be: 
Whom God the Father by his Angells bleſt, 
In barren age, and with a ſonne pullcſt, 
104 
A chil1 adopted of his ſpeciall grace, 
And ſai:Qifh'd euen in his mothers wombe, 
Ele to goe before his gloriousface, 
And prophelic that he ſhould after come: 


To ſtrengthen thoſe whole faith was weake aud fraile, - 
The glory of hisp:ople !ſrael, 
Ii 
OId Amnathen a ſacred Prophetic 
Who ſerued God with faſting night and day, 
Cametforth and did her bleſſed Lord confelle, 
While yer within his mothers armes he lay : 
Redemprion preacht,to her immortal fame, 
To allthat did belecue in Ieſus name. 
G VVhen 
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"8 1.6 V Vhen as our bleſſed Sauiour did caſt our, 

' 's "The feind wherwith y dumb man was polleſt, 
it Incompalt with a misbelecuing rour, (left; 
[f Whoſe wicked thoughts their euill minds mo. 
To whom whilſt he aid wholelome dorine preach, 

Which co amend their lintull lite did toych, 
117 
A certaine woman lifted vp her voice, 
And ſaid the wombe had bleſt & happy lucke, 
That broght thee forth, & let thoſe paps reioyce 
Which in thy-infants daies did giue thee ſucke: 
T hisfaithfull woman he doth weilapprove, 
7B Among the reſt with deere and tender louc, 
i 118 
| V'Vhich loue he doth molt manifelily ſhow, 


; # By miracles he wroughtfrom day to day, 
| | _ Firſt vnto Peters mociier he doth goe, 
” 1?" Whereof a feauer very licke ſhe lay: 
4 And meerely of his grace itdoth him pleaſe 
| To cure her of that dangerous diſcale, 
| p II 
35 TheRuler then moſt bumbly him befought, 
Ty, Mar To healehis davghter in extreainelt necde, 
| 23.2 i VVho'nyw was at y point of death he thought, 


is, Andere hecame the maide was dead in deed : 
But Icſus vato Tairns ſpake and (aid, 
Bclccue thou only and be not afraid, 
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And forthwith into /air»s houſe he goes, 
V here did attend him many weeping eics, 
The multitude firſt out of doores he thrawes, 
Then to the maide he wentand faid ariſe « . 
And ſhearoſe with feare and wonder great, 
He ſtrait commanded they ſhould giue her 
121 (meatce. 
The woman likewiſe that was eighreene yearcs 
Tormented with a moſt infernall ſpirit, 
Bound altogether as moft plaine appeares, 
And could by no meangs lift hecſelfc vpright - 
Our Saviour ſeeiog (traightway did appeaſe, 
And freely freed her of thac ſtrong dilcalc. 
122 
He had compaſſion of the widowes teares, 
The which at Nain in Galile he did mecte, ©£%7: 


For her dead ſonneexpreſt with many cares, gt 3. 


VVhonow to death had paid his lateſt debt - 
In ſuch a meaſure he copld not refrainey 
To raiſe to life, and giue him her againe. 
5 # op Iob.3, 
The Phariſes and Scribes vnto him brought, 
The woman in adultery was found, 
T' intrap him aid, by Moſes law the ought, 
Fer to be ſtoned dead vnto the ground : 
But leſus faid, let him chat hath no finne, 
 ITocxecutethis vprighc la;x begin. . . 
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Whereat they all begaa to ſteale away, 
Leauing her ſtanding by her Lord alone, 
VVhoturnd a out, and vnto her did fay, 
VVoman, where now are thy accuſers gone z 
No man islefc ſhe ſaid, was here befcre, 
AndI accuſc thee not, go linne ao more, 
I2F 
His loue to women neuer can be told, 
Sec how he doth the widowes mite commend, 
Aboue them all that offered pearle and gold, 
Saying from ſup=1 flaitie they ſpend: (glad, 
When ſhe poore wight from penury was 


To offer to the Lord euen all ſhe bad. 


126 


Toanna with Suſanna, and the reſt, 


For there were with them many women more 

The which our bleſſed Sauiour diſpolleſt ? 

Of wicked ſpirits, being vexed ſore: (ſought, 
Whercfcre moſt $atefully they him be- 
He woul\ acceptthe ſubſtance they had 

127 | brought. 

Now laſt of a'], as to the crofle he goes, / 

To finnith chere his deareſt virall breath, 

A mu'titude of people faw his woes, 

But none ſaue women did lament his death - 


Luk.1.3 Thev weepe and waile, with ſhreckes and pitcous cries, 
27.238, As ifthcy woutd pull vengeance troy skies. 
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Vpon thoſe curſed misbelecuing Tewes, 
Their bleſſed Lord and Sauiour vid betray, 
And for r:2u-nge on thoſe that thus abuſe, 
This holy Lambe, they neuer ceaſe to pray : 
Such gracious Joue they did tro him obtain, 
They know not how to ſhow their loue a- 
129 (2aine, 
And after his deceaſe, the Apoſties fuund. 
Myſt yertuous women ltillin euery place, 
Priſcilla was a woman much renown'd. 
VVho taught Apoloes rare & heauenly grace: 
For as this good Apoltle plainly faith, 
She tooke trim home, & mad? him ſtrong in 
130 (faiths 
Saint Peter alſo doth as much commend, 
Tabitha tor her charitable deeds, 
Of almes that ſhe vnto the [ord did lend, 
Which fro her loue vnto good works proceeds 


Who being dead, by prayer he doth obtaine agg, 


She is reſtored vnto life againe. 
131 


Behold what wonders God by wome wroght, aq i« 


As holy Pax{doth worthily declare, 

To Macedon he is by viſion brought, 

V'Vhere thoſe y. heard him only women were : 
Monglſt whom with admiration he dott; ce!] 
Of Z,y4ie, who there did purple (el. 
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Z [ A faichfull woman, one that God ordain'd, 
Pf To ſaue 2 kingdome by her good deſert, 
Fs VVho 1n the (cruice of the Lord remain'd 
For it is ſaid God opened herheart ; 
- . And ſhe belecud our words & was baptiz'd 
| With all her hauſhold as we them aduiſ'd. 
133 
This done we were determined to goe, 
Along the coaltsto make ſome further try all 
But ſhe conjur'd:vs nor to.leaue her ſo, 
Her earneſt ſuite would ſuffer no deniall : 
Andlo rogether as we wentto'pray, 
A certaine vtrgin' met vs on the way. 
134 
Poſleſſed with a ſpirit of divining, 
By which her maſter much aduancage pot, 
T o vs ſhe was with feruenr zcale incliningy 
P A&.16, And for her maſters profhte cared not : 
7 26, « She follow'd vs and cride,theſe men ate they 
EN” Ti:at co faluation teach the ready way, 
k 135 
0 And many daics'continued in the ſame, 
27.3 Till Paw was gticud for hergand turo'd about, 
And to the Spirit ſaid in Icſusname, / 
E charge thee from this woman pet thee out 2 - 
Andit abcy'd that a'l commanding power, 


Depazting tom her at that inſtant houre. 
And 


'd 
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An other woman he doth ftraight recite, IB. 
He 6id in Athens at his preaching find, = I, 


Cald Damaris a molt belceuing wight. 

V Victh whom Trip/ena may be wel combin'd; 
Triplena doth with Perſiis well accord, 

All faichfuli women labouriog in the Lord. 
137 

Amoneſt this crue he highly doth commend, 

Phebe a leruant of the Lord ſaith he, | 

For whom he doth vato his brethren ſend, 

T hat in the Lord we might receiued be - 
Andayded by them in what cre ſhe need$y 
For ſhe hath done moſt charitable deeds. 

138 

Theblcſt Euangelift Saint Job doth write, 

Vato a Lady whom he calles ele, _ 

A virtuous woman who doth much delight, |, , 
The lawes of her Redeemer toreſpeR : NET 
And taughe her children likewiſe to fulfill, 
Our blctfled Lard and Sauiours holy will. 

139 

For which faith he 1 doe not onely loue, 

This moſt renowned woman of our dayes, 

Bur all thoſe Saints that-loue the truth approuc 

Her zealous workes with everlaſting praiſe: 
Which they in greater eſtimation hold, 
Then Tagus wealth, or Ophirs pureſt gold. 
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__ Thusin this ſacred booke of bookes we ſee, 
| Thebl«{ings God on women did beſtouy, 
| V Vhich worthyly they did deſerue ſaith he, 


From whom ſuch taitb, ſuch louc, ſuch zeale did flow : 
Such courage brauc, ſuch reſolutions rare, 
As monuments of marhle ſhall out weare, 

141 

The hiſtories that doe their praiſe recite, 

In cuery age ſo plentifull appeares, 

Thatit [ had ability to write, 

I ſhould nor finiſh, living Neſtors yeares : 

Such monumets ynto their fame they build 
Anagaſine might with the bookes be fild, 
[42 

Yet to auoid the WE 65.4 baſe report, 

Ot Puricant or Bible bearing poct, 

Aslkewiſe to content tlic wiſer ſort, 

On whom alone 1 freely doe beſtow it e 
I will inſert of womens vertues rarc, 

A ſtanz:,or two waat hiltorics declare; 

14 
flin, For chaſtitie behold that Roman dame, 
That proud Targsinim balely vid ſubdue, 
D1{caining to out live her. forced flame, 
Did in her deare(t b/oud her hands imbrew : 
For wch ſhe is throwout the world renownd 
And by the pens of Lawreat Pocts crownd, 


Vo- 
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e YVunmatched0id doth as much commend, 
Penelope Vliſſes conltaot wifes (rend, 


Whole widowed hands the hanging web doth 
Whilſt he in Lacedemon leades his life : 


(A Even like the Turtle that hath loſt his mate, 
C She doth bewaile her deſolate cſtate. 
145 
Voſpotted D.qphne would not be allur'd, Ond, 


By powerfull /owe,trom whom amaine ſhe flies 
When fainting breath, her honors loſſe allur'd, 
Alowd for chaſte Dianaes helpe ſhe cries ; 


ild Whoſe iult conſent, vnto her carnelt prayer 
d. | T he lawrelil doth perpetuall witnelle beare. 
$” 


The daughter faire of Agamemnon King, Thucs- 
Whole loue and beauty was defir'd of many, _ 
Held chaſtitic ſo virtuous a thing, 
T hat the would neuer condiſcend toany : 

But conſtantly their ardent ſuites deni'd, 

And thus this ſpotlelle virgin liv'd and di'd. 

147 

The virgin Lsciadoth all praiſe exceed, Domis:- 
With v hom the tirant King was far in loue, 


V Vhen ſhe perceiu'd it was ſo ſure decreed, 
What friendſhip could not force at laſt ſhoud proue ; 


d Her ltar-l; ke eyes ſhe to the tirant lent, 
I, T hatthus ſhe might her honors lolle-preyet. 
|= 5 Sage 


A 


—_— 


Thac- 


The worth of Women. 


r.48 
Sage Fedons daughter doth amaze my mine, ' 
VVhoſefacher being at 2 banquent (aine, 

By ſauage men, who likewiſe had combin'd, 
This vertuvus virgins chaſtitic to Raine x 
She to auoid this Tyrants fury fell, 

Did headlong caſt herſclfe into a well. 
149 
Saint Ambroſe of Plain writes as much, 
VVho with her famous fiſters and her mother, 
That no rude had her honors worth might tuch 
Themſeiues did likewiſe in the water {mother: 
Such dearereſpeRt to chaſtitie they owe, _ 
Their precious lives they doe for it beſtow. 
150 - 


|} 


Guicears Tine Lady Bona to herlaſting honor, 
&%s, Whoſe husband to the holy warres was ſent, 


Diſguiſ'd to follow him ſhe tooke vpon her, 
Both ſhield & ſpeare,mou'd with a chaſt intent 
Wher brauely ſhe his faithles foes did threat 
Ard reſcued him from many cangers great. 
Iy1 
Braue Francis Sforſas ſouldiers to him broght, 
A virgio rare of birth, & beauty great, (ſoghr, 
Whom ſhe with friendſhip prayer & words be- 
Then tyrant like the filly maide did threat : 
But finding nothing could her honor ſtaine 
'Wich gifts & praiſe he {cot her home _— 
The 
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The women of Tutonicaes requeſt, 
When noble Marivs had their husband flaine 
, VVasy they might haue leave to ſpend y reſt, 
Ot their vnabappy lives in Yeſtaes traine: 
Where they like cnatteſt turtles wold deplore 
Their tatall loſſe, beholding men no more. 
I53- 
In Rome a woman being made aquainted, Cr,7«e, 
a; Witch 'creaſon was 'gainlt Neres great confpir'd, 
ch VVhereof ſhe happened firſteo be attainted, 
&: . Of whom thcIudges all thereſt inquired: 
* » Wich cruell corments ſhe her life did pay, 


We Yct neuer any party would betray. 
i | | | 4 
Renowned Lana did i ſunder bite 
, Her tongue, and ſpit itin'the'tyrants face, 
Becauſe ſhe would no ſecret bring to light, | 
nt For which th' Athenians to her laſting grace ; 7. 
at From whom ſuch rare ynmatched virtue 
t, A Lioneſl:ſetvp without a tong. (ſprung, 
| 15S 
t, Rare Nicoſtrara mother to Ewander, 
6 Did firſt vnto the Latins ſhew their letrers, 
j- V Vhotill her time in ignorance did wander, 
Yetafterwards acknowledge nonethcir betters 
c | InHltory, Philoſophy, or Phraiſe, 
' Of cloquence dgſcruing worthy praiſe, 
C wy Aretha 
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Aretha was in lcarning fo profound, / 
That ſhe in Achens publike ſchoole didread | 1r 
 Philoſophic with iadgment graue and ſound, | V 
49 VVherein ſhe did the learned man exceed x 
2 [ Pollis VVYhoſle Auditors as Pollio doth d:c!arc, 
"Philoſophers aboue a hundred were. 
I5 | 
VVhen Zacins Scilla i. condemn'd ro die, | 
Who falſely had three thouſand Romains Nlaine © | 
T hac did vpon his word their lives relie, 
His daughter Lela did bis life obtaine : 
- Wirth one oration which ſhe made in Rome 
Gao.  Whereatthe Senate did reuoke their doom, 
158 
Senobia was in learning lo repleate, | 
pell,, Both Grezke and Latin to herſons ſhe taught, 
 _ Anddidarareepitome repeate, 
Of ally warres wherwith the Eaſt was fravght: 
Athenian Pericles, who ſoar'd fo high 
Did from Aſpafia I-arne Philoſophie. 
159 
Cornelia C ornelia a famous Roman dame, 
tbe wife Such eloquent Epiſtles v{'d to write, 
O00: That Cicero a man of rareſt fame, 
Mother Comends her workes with wonderful delight: 
$|' v the With Pallaes help to end rare Lucan broght 
3 Greecls, The battaile Ceſar and great Pompey ooy- 
3 | EX'® 
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Alexandra, the wife of Alexander, 

ln Jury liu'd a Biſhop many yeares, 

Whoſe learned wiſdom like a wiſe commander 

Was reucrenc'd both of common-wealth and Eirſebias 
Dona the daughter of Pihagoras, (Pecres : 
In {ciet.ccs a tamous ſcholler was. 

IG1 


| TwoGretjan women deepely learn'd indeed, Plate. 
- The loue of P/ato did fo highly win, Laflerns 


Axwthe, 


That feated in his chaire about to read, 
Before thzy came he ſeldome would begin : 
In them faith h:,{fage wiſdom doth remaine, 
And memery graue maxims to maintaine. 
162 
In France a ſcR of women did remaine, 
Cal'd Drazdes,to whom Axrelian came, (taine 
From Rome to France their counſells to ob- 
So much their wiſdom was renownd by fame: PRE 
Mirrhs Queene of Lydia men did call, ; 
Ag ant for her wit, in ature {mall, 
16 
In Rhodes a Roman ef a Greeke fell out, FEntropi. 
Who bath deſir*d their cuntries worth to raiſe «.. 
The Greeke coteſt y Romans were more ſtout 
But vato Greece for learning gaue the prailc - 
Wherin ſaid he our women more doe know 
Then you in armes,whercof you boaſt of ſo. 
'Vpon 
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Vpon which wards a morrtall warre inſu'd, 
'T wixt Rome & Carthage,til the Rodiens came, 
VVho carneſtly intreate they would conclude 
To make them empires in this worke of fame: 
To whoſe requeti whe chey had both agreed 
The noble Rhodians in this wile proceed, 
i605 
Ten Greacian women they in Rhodes ordaine 
VVith cen of Rome (all diſputation hold, 
Weh they with ſuch rare learning did maiatain, 
In leaues of braile deſerucs to be ivroftd : 
For with the Rbeatas to their great renown, 
with Lawrell wrcathes theſe famous women 
| 166 (crownd, 
For ſollid ſentences and learning graue, 
Vato the Grecians they the praiſe decreed, 
True cloquence they to the Romans gauc, 
Wherin they thought chey did y Greeks exceed 
But from each tide (uch vertue rare did flow 
As me could hardly who were viRors know. 
a 16 
The worthy Rodiansin Rl praiſc, 
That after ages might their vertues ſce, 
To each of them a monument did raiſe, 
 VVhereby their loue ſhall intermixed be: 
Twenty huge Pillers of viorious fame, 
Whereon was wric cach ſcuerall womans = 
Qamcs 
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Two famous T heban virgins being told, 

The Oracle had ſaid they ſhould enioy, 

A conqueſt from che Orchymenians bold, 

If ewo chalt virgins ſhould theſelues deſtroy : 
Their country with victorious praiſeto kill, 
Coragioully their deareſt bloud they ſpill. 


Braue Celia, that King Porſenna tooke, 

VVith whom in hoſtage diuers virgins were, 

With courage ſtout,by night his camp forſook, 

Gar horſe and ſwame a riuer, void of feare ; 
'VVhereat the King amaz'd without delay. 
Did raiſe his ſiege, and went with ſhame 

(away, 

Flermoria a Siraculan maid, 

To ſauec her country did her life dehie, 

The wite of Aſdruball was lelle afraid, 

V Vhen Scipio conquered then himſelte to die - 
Great Mithridates wife and fiſters three, 
Shew'd farre leile feare of dearh then he. 


Reſolued Portia hearing this ſad newes, 
Her husband, 


Salaft. 


Plime, 


Porns 


and her father both were (laine, ;z, wiſe 


That :yrane'zing ſorrow ſhould abuſe, 
Her noble ſpiric did fo much diſdaine. 
The burning coales tocate ſhe doth deuiſe, 
Thus made herſelfe a living ſacrifice, 


of Bru- 
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Thepride of e£gipt that moſt glorious Queeg 
Did io much ſcorn great Ceſars campe to grace 
With captiue bands, wher ſhe ſhold ly berwcen 


Diſpaire and hope in acontemned caſe : 
Wuh poiſoned Aips, whole touch to death dorh hie, 


Brauely refolu'd ſhe rather choſe to die. 
173 

Hrredet, Philip proclan?d at Scyo cuery ſlaue, 

That would come forth & with his army hold 

With liberty their maſters wiues ſhou!d haye, 

Which when the women heard, lixe lions bold 
T hey fally out, and to their great renowne, 
Beate Php and his army from the rowne, 

174 

The Scyots by th' Eyiptian fore opprefi, 

Vaoarm'd to leave the trowne, with them agree, 

Web when the wome heard they could notreſt 

Vneill they made them change this baſe decree; 

Wuh ſheild and ſpeare vncloth'd they march away, 
Telling their toes that this was their aray. 
175 

Among the Amaſons cwo Queens they choſe 

The forraigne and domeſtique (tate to guide, 

A broad eMarpeſia did ſubJue their foes, 

At home Lanpeda all things did decide : 
VVith <quall juſtice void of loue or hate, 
VV bich made them floriſh in a happy ſtate. 
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Conſtantinople being round beſet, 
With furious Gorhes chat ment te to deſtroy, 
The Empretle bold to rhe wall did get, 
VVhere yaliantly ſhe did chem ſo annoy : 
T hat many by her noble hands did die, 
The reſt were forſt to raiſe their liege & fly, 
177 
Simerams deſerves to be inrold, 
In braſen leaues of cuerlaſting praiſe, 
W ho by her vallour likea Tygretle bold, 
Her hardy foes infor(t their campe to raiſe : 
From Babilon they ſurely thought to take, 
Which the with ſhame compeld them to for- 
178 _ (fake. 
Senobia forlt Aurelianto confeſle, 


Caſjnndy, 


Inſtine, 


With whom a famous war ſhe long maintain'd 


To conquer Xerxes was a taske far lefle,{{tain'd 
Whole greatne(le with the name of feare was 
The ſtout Senobia who with ſpeare & ſheild, 
Came likethe God of baraile to the field. 
179 
Penthi/clia that Fu queene, 
Encountered braue Achilles hand to hand, 
Then which a brauer combat nere was fecae, 
Hippolita ſtout Theſess did withſtand: 
In (ingle fight their honors to maintaine, 
V Viereby they did immortallglory gaine. 
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The Queene of Carryall, liz tne God of war 

Did chaie y Rooms | 1c a':are with bounds 

Againſt whole valor 10! ning was 3 barre, 

Shi c burnt the wais,{ackt tiicir cheifelt cownes, 
Whereby ſhe torſt the to hicr endleſſe faine, 
To builjl her image, andinſcribe her name, 

ISJ 

Tomortall T:zf/-thou canſt neuer die, 

GWE. TTh1y Clorniaaes farne to write, 

\ Vi o-Igd]y durſt that champion braue defie, 

1. 2ovncg Tancred, eUCn at {ingle fight: 
An :d {a;/perform'd y men could hardly know 
The conqueror ſuruiu'd his conquered foe, 

182 

Vn antes Heltor had? thou lued now, 

23,4 much iby hardeit ſoule wold bluſh ro fee 

i.:1ar earths great munarch ſhould be madeto 

Andhyawouans hand ſubuerted be: (bow, 
Wiole valiant head,the 116 his body drew, 

And did y {ancio bis owne biood imbrew. 

IS3 

Ficn 2 a Lyoncile doth range the coaſt, 

VLie Fg 'perceiuca ; her whelps are made a praſ 

S > 7 ama ir doth breake through Cyrus hoſt, 


Aid brauely with her iword « did make her way 


Andio -herf ricds his royal head ſhe brought, 


Like P allas with the ſpoils of Gergon on” 
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Amongſt theſe Queenes oh let me not forget, 

T hat Queen of Queenes, which in our age did 

Who like a Comet 1n the skie was {ct, (raigne, 

Vnparalleid for eucr tO1eMmaines 
To write her praiſe, | neucr (hall atpire, 
Whom every eve with wonder did admire. 

I5F 

The worlds gre? Artilt;natnre did complaine, 

Such beauty rarc the carth did not c1ijoy, 

And that noother might the like obtaine, 

She doti againe this heauenly ſtamp defiroy 2 
Thea all che powers ſ{upernal; freely came, 
And gaueperteQion to this matciiles damc. 

186 

Impcrious no at her feete did Jay, 

That all commanding Sc: pter which ſhe bare, 

Wherewlth ſhe did tie price of Spaine alizy. 

Supportcd Francetiic Royailcrowne to weir 
And Belgia her peerclefle praile may 19», 
Whoſe famous aRs all Chrilttendome dota 

187 (1132. 
Arete for her Temple choſe her breaſt, 
And with faire vertucs did it freely fill, 
Religious Je/ta with chal thoughts her bleſt, 
{ATinerwa gaue ber ſacred wiſedome till : 
And royall Ceres who with a liberali hand, 
With great aboundance did inrich her-land, 
D 2 1 he 
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The faithleſſe Pagan, mi({belecuing Turke, 
Virginian heathen, with the Indian Moore, 
In who doth nought but ſecret mi {cheife lurk, 
They all with reuerence did her ftateadore:; 
| Great giftes they offer to her ſacred ſhrine, 
So was ſhe bleſt, cuen by the powers diuine, 
189 
An happy fight this bleſſed woman fought, 
Whilſt here ſhe liu'd & wore the royall crown 
Her ſubicCts all to peace and loue ſhe brough, 
T he humbie ſpar*d,& beat the haughty down, 
Thus left her thron, web txme ſhal quit deftroy 
An eyerlaſting kingdome to enioy, 
190 
But now methinkes | heare ſome whiſpering 
T his fellow ſur- * fearcfully in love, (ſay, 
Whilſt other ſtraig, at ynto my charge doe lay, 
Some mercinary hire doth him moue-: 
No, no, my friends,it is a caſe more comon, 
Web you torget,my mother Was a2 WOIman, 
> Ig91 
Whom nacure taught me tenderly to loue, 
And thinke it isa duty which I owe, 
To herand women for her ſake ro prove, 
The praiſe on them both God & men beſtow; 
No art ſo excellent hath cuer bin, 
But womea haue bin famous aRors in. 
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Tis true ſay, they there was a time of olde, 
When women ſure were better far then now, 
Through this opinion divers men doe hold, 
] doubt not but the wiſer will allow: 
This coſtome nature doth to all men giue, 
To thinke y age is worſe wherein they line. 
193 
[irgilland Omid many yeares agoe, 
Do teltifie thatthen the world was nought, 
In Rately Nile of verſe from them did flow, 
Their ſober le(ſons publickly they, taught 3 
Homer might come with muſike to his whores 
Yet wanting mony,get him out of dores. 
19 
Fither theſe men have ſpirits of diuining, 
Or elſe the world ſtands now as then it did, 
If worſe,it is by enuious mens reptning, 
Which if chey would conuert fromill to good, 
T houſads of wome this bad age might name 
That want rare pens to eternize their fame. 
19 
Like Romes Colaſae | nicks write a booke, 
Or the Egiptian Piramid of old, 
If I ſhou'd triatly Rriue to ouerlooke, 
Thevertues rare that are of women told : 
Which I referre tomen of better skill, 


Who can this taske more worthily fuihil. 
D 3 YVhecre 
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VVherein my pen alreavy is growne dull, 

VVanting that tinckture of heroicke l{traine, 

VVith which braue ſpirits of our age arz full, | 

Let this but animarc their ſowing vaine - 
While my poorc Mule ſhal wel contented be * 
Her humble valicy once againe to lce, 

197 

Where ſhe with pleafure, did behold the Beare 

The Wolte,the Swan, y Dregons head &taile, 

The no meaneL ion, and the fearefull Hare, 

The dart which gainſt the Gritten did preuatle: 
The King of Egipt and his ſtacely Queene, 
Who tor her beauty no: in aeauen Is leene 

| 195 

The crowne whjch Ariadze did obtaine, 

From Yenrs, for bxcomming Bacchas loue, 

The harpe of Orphezs, whoſe melodiuus [traine 

Made careles beaſts, & {enceles trees to moue 7 
The ſonne of Dana ti:zat 3edſallue, 

The waggener that Juitfull Phedra flue. 
199 

T he ſon of Towe who Satan would haue (line, 

The lerpent holder bright Appoiioes lonne, 

The hh that ſav'd 0719% in the maine, 

eAlciaes after all his }abor aone : 

Thehorſe of Bacchxs torlt his maſters lou, 


The bird y brought fair: Ganymede to lone. 
The 
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The flying horſe ſprang from Mead/aes bloud, 


Bullepheron aid vndertake to ride, 


Who for his paines, was drenched 1n the floud, 

The hcrie flew vp to heaue,wher he doth bide; 
The rriangle which Ceres did rcqueſt, 

The Gods co place in heauen amoneſt che 
201 (reſt, 

The wife of Perſcz#s,and the monſtrous whale, 

The crow w::ich by the wel the ſ{crpent found,: 

[xions wheele, with Je: daughter pale, 

The river wheoretn Phaeton was drownd : 
(byroa tiar ranghe Achilles great in Greece, 
Che ſhip that brovght home Is/ais golden 

202 (flcece. 


Tlie Rambe witii Phirxcs and her lifters went, 


Orc Helleſpont: Exarepacs roring Bull, 
Thetwinns of Lada: Innes crabe ſhe ſent, 
To Hercales, who did in peeces pull 

The Livn:iuſtice flue from earth to Heauen, 

Who by her ballance found mens atts vn- 

20} cuen. 

lheScorpion ſlue 0r/02 with his ſting, 
Emthemiaes Sonne that with the Mules ſlept, 
Diſguiled Pan, the Boy 1ozes bird did bring, 
The fiſhes J2xus from the Giant kept : 

All theſe the Gods haue ficllifi'de in heauen, 

With Pliades, whoſe number once was 
D 4 Wo 
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Vatil Eleftra ſeeing Troian fire, 
Shrunkein her head, and neuer fince was ſeene 
Whole gricfe doth make my pittying Muler 
Cafting her cies vpon the loucly greene: (tire 
Where ſhe will mourne, among the ſhepbeards ſwair 
Admires high hills, but loue ſhe lowly plaines 
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